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PREFATORY NOTE. 



IN presenting the first collection of "Fragments from the Papers of Bishop ■ 
John Ettwein," in Part 2 of the present volume of the Transactions, the 
Committee stated that his correspondence with Henry Laurens, together 
with cognate matter and several more lengthy and important papers must 
be reserved for future publication as a second collection. It has been 
found that a portion of the Laurens correspondence is connected so closely 
with Revolutionary matters, which constitutes the most interesting Ettwein 
papers, that it must be divided, and that portion published in its connection. 
This will form the third collection. The correspondence herewith presented 
begins with the first acquaintance between Ettwein and Laurens, passes over 
the period of the first sojourn of the latter in Europe, the period of his 
public activity during the war in which the correspondence yet to be pub- 
lished falls, the period of his second sojourn in Europe, during which he 
was imprisoned in the tower of London and finally exchanged for Lord Corn- 
wallis, and then embraces their communications, in so far as these remain, 
after the close of the war when the great statesman and patriot returned to 
private life in South Carolina. He died December 8, 1792, having solemnly 
enjoined upon his son, in his last will and testament, that so soon as he con- 
veniently could, after his decease, he should cause his body to be wrapped 
in twelve yards of tow-cloth and burned until it was entirely consumed, and 
then collecting his ashes, should deposit them wherever he might think 
proper. This request was carried out and is on record as the first cremation 
in America, so far as is known. The intimate friendship which subsisted 
between him and Bishop Ettwein was of incalculable value to the Moravian 
settlements in critical times. The correspondence herewith published gives 
many glimpses into the private character and pursuits of this truly great 
man, such as are sought for and welcomed by posterity in such cases, even 
though they bring to view matter comparatively trivial. It is to be regretted 
that many letters exchanged during the period covered by these communi- 
cations have been lost, but what exist and are now put into print serve as 
a slight contribution towards the work of preserving such literary remains of 
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public men, which would otherwise be unknown and in danger of being 
lost, a work at which many historical societies have of recent years been 
diligently laboring. Apart from this, however, the main subject of the cor- 
respondence brings to light one of the most interesting and extensive of the 
numerous plans for increasing the number of Moravian settlements which 
after the Revolutionary War were proposed or even attempted, but for one 
reason or another were never consummated. The general internal stagna- 
tion, the inability of those with whom the final decision then rested to 
rightly see opportunities from across the ocean and to act promptly at the 
right time and the trammels stubbornly insisted upon in petty outward de- 
tails by authorities who could not see that in a new country and a new 
nation, to a very great extent new precedents were to be established in 
methods of administration instead of blindly following old ones, these im- 
pediments were too much for even the spirit of an Ettwein when he was 
growing old and his natural force was abating. The ultimate failure of the 
South Carolina undertaking, which had been sanctioned by the General 
Synod, was owing somewhat to dilatory methods on the part of the Brethren 
and hesitancy on the part of Marschall, elsewhere revealed, he evidently 
fearing that the project might divert attention from Wachovia, the North 
Carolina Settlement, which let the golden opportunity pass and made it 
possible for interested persons like Mr. Gervais who did not share 
the distinguished South Carolina statesman's desire to see a Moravian 
settlement established in the Palmetto State to obstruct the enterprise and 
to finally persuade him when sick and broken down to alter his will, made 
November 1, 1792, and on December 1, eight days before his death, to be- 
queath the whole tract of land in question to a granddaughter. This fact 
which crushed all hope of consummating the enterprise, was reported at 
Salem, N. C, April 24, 1793. 

The rule referred to in the Introduction to the first collection, in the matter 
of reproducing the letters just as they are, has again been followed, except- 
ing rarely an indispensable alteration in some of Ettwein's letters. These 
are all copies or drafts in his own handwriting, hence the incompleteness 
and abruptness of some of them. The letters of his correspondents here 
given are all originals. 



LETTER OF ETTWEIN TO LAURENS, WRITTEN FROM 
BETHABARA, N. C, IN FEBRUARY, 1763. 

Dear and Honoured Sir : 

As my love and esteem for you in- 
creased considerably at my late sojourn in Charlestown,* I may 
call you so in truth. I can make no excuse for my not writing 
to you from the Congaree or Broad River, but that I was a little 
too much in a hurry to come home again. 

I had fine weather and a pleasant journey. After traveling 180 
miles from Charlestown along the Congaree and Broad River I 
crossed the ferry of Broad River, Fishing Creek and Catawba 
River, where the quarrel about the line took place, and came by 
Mr. Pfeiffer's to the landing, having made about 250 miles across 
the country and arrived here safe and well the 22 nd of Dec r . I 
had very little company on the road. Mr. Mason of Ninety-Six 2 
lodged with me one night and travelling one half Day in my 
company, he took the opportunity to inform himself about the 
origin of the Brethren's Church, their Ordination, Settlements, 
Baptism, Lord's Supper, &c. In the Congarees I spent a few 
hours with Stephen Crellius, an old acquaintance of some of our 
Brethren, whose Father I knew and whose two Sisters are in our 
Congregation, a speculative philosophical Christian. I made a 
short confession before him of Jesus Christ my Lord and God, 
and he assured me he did seek salvation in none but Him. 

1 In 1762 he had made an extensive missionary tour through South Caro- 
lina, visiting the scattered German settlers and investigating the prospects 
for evangelization among the Indians and the negro slaves. 

3 Thus one of the military districts, with its chain of forts, was desig- 
nated. The district here referred to, in the neighborhood of Cambridge, S. C. 
and ninety-six miles from Charleston, was that in which Mr. Laurens later 
proposed that the settlement should be undertaken by the Brethren on a 
large tract of land which he possessed. 
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John Geiger received me kindly and gave me, for your sake, 
a good night's lodging. 

I had a good deal of Discourse with them of real Christianity 
and read a sermon unto them of the Canaanitish Woman con- 
fessing her unworthiness but yet depending upon the goodness 
of our Lord. Next day I went to see his Brother in law, Henry 
Gallman whom I respect and love as a good old religious man. 

Hereabouts, in the Forks of Broad River, I found several 
awakened souls who, to speak in their own words, try to enter 
the straight gate. But the impression of Moses and Sinai ap- 
pears more in their countenance than Christ and Golgatha. 
They are very shy and timorous on Account of the affairs of 
Jacob Weaver and his Associates. 

I believe if those people had some one to take care of them 
Satan would not have gained so much there. I intended to visit 
all the Ministers in my journey, but, it may be providentially, I 
found none at home except Mr. Frederick with whom I spent a 
few hours in Friendship. 

I never thought that there were so many Germans in South 
Carolina, and, from what I saw and heard, they are more desirous 
to have Churches and Schools than in other places. I wish the 
Children may turn out a good race but am afraid the Negroes 
have too much influence among them, and I have observed 
that often where a man has slaves his Children become lazy and 
indolent. What I saw and heard of the Negroes made me very 
uneasy. If some care was taken of their souls, their Servitude 
might be a blessing unto them, but I could hear nothing of that 
nor even of any prospect for such a thing. 3 

To propagate the Gospel among the Heathen is one of our 
plans in this World, and I consider myself as a Sentinel to watch 



3 Prior to the Revolution the Brethren had made considerable effort in 
behalf of the Negroes, from Massachusett's to Maryland and Virginia, 
one of their earliest evangelists among the slaves of the Colonies being 
"Andrew the Mohr," the Negro who, coming into possession of Thomas 
Noble, of New York, was christianized and educated, was the first Negro 
baptized by the Brethren in North America, and was presented by Noble to 
Bishop Spangenberg, who gave him his freedom. He settled down, married 
and finally died in Bethlehem. The wonderful story of his life from the 
wilds of Africa to the peaceful resting place of the dead in Bethlehem is 
preserved in the Archives in the handwriting of Bishop Ettwein. 
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the opening of the door to the Indians for some Messengers of 
the Peace of God, and as you will know, from time to time, how 
matters stand amongst the Cherokees or Creeks, I hope you will 
apprize me of it when you think such message would have access 
without giving much Umbrage. 

I forgot to enquire in Charlestown whether any vessels go di- 
rect to Hamburg and whether you have any Correspondents 
there and at Rotterdam, what month ships commonly sail from 
Hamburg to Charleston and whether any passengers would go 
or come with such Ships in time of peace. From what I heard 
it would be better for our people in Germany if any of them 
come to Wachovia to go to Charlestown than to N. York or 
Philadelphia, from where they have a troublesome Voyage or 
Journey to Carolina. From Charlestown they might with less 
trouble or expense be brought here. 

ETTWEIN TO LAURENS, 1763. 
To H. Laurens, 

Honoured Sir, 

I received your very kind letter with that 
fine book of Common Prayer, the Prophetic Number and Spir- 
itual. Voice of the Rev. Mr. Clarke, the Spirit of Love in two 
parts and Address to y e Clergy & Collection of Lessons from y e 
pious Mr. Low, also the newspapers. They were all new to me 
and I do not know how to express my Thanks for your great 
trouble and expense which you have made yourself on my 
Account. 

The Raisins and Almonds I took also in my care and have 
made and shall make yet more joy therewith to our little chil- 
dren. 4 I told the biggest of them that you did send them 

and they send their thanks and kind love to you and your 
Children. 

That we keep some parts of our religious Worship and Rites 
a profound secret to all of the rest of mankind, even to our 
younger Brethren and what some are pleased to call Free Ma- 
sonry of Moravianism is a " profound secret " to me. 5 

* This acknowledgment issued from a backwoods home, where only the 
barest necessities of frontier life were known. 

s The fact that some services were intended only for communicant mem- 
bers and others for one or another division of the membership excited the 
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I know in Truth of nothing in our Theory or practice that has 
not been laid open before the Superior Powers of the land of our 
sojourn and even put in print as much as I know in German and 
English. Tis true, we believe that the Church of Christ should 
have Mysteries, 6 and do not believe in that now common way 

that all the pearls are cast before swine and dogs. 7 Yet 

it is our rule never to refuse admission to any Magistrate who 
wants to be present. The common remark, " if it is something 
good why may not everybody be present?" is not sufficient for 

us to alter our ways Our private meetings also belong 

to our Discipline. If any one does not walk worthily the Gospel, 
he is not to be admitted to the Lord's Supper till he repents and 
mends though he is a communicant member. 

If he is not admitted to the Holy Communion he has also no 
admittance to the private meetings of Communicants, viz. our daily 
Liturgy in which we praise and adore, one day our dear Heavenly 
Father, the other the Lamb of God, our Saviour, then the Holy 
Spirit, and the Holy Trinity. I know of no principle, Tenet or 
secret Action that could not be laid before any serious, honest 
man, and I never have been desired to keep this or that a Secret 
or laid under obligation to keep silence in one or another Par- 
ticular As to Mr. Clark, I wish he had remained a 

preacher of Jesus Christ, and think he would thereby have 
wrought more in the Vineyard of the Lord than by his Writings. 
I know of several blessed Servants of the Lord who have lost 
themselves in the Revelation and Daniel, though I wouldn't judge 
a strange Servant. If one has a call to open what others were to 
seal up he must do it, but if he has no call, he would do better 
to keep it " a profound secret." 

I am afraid there will yet come a worse Antichrist, perhaps 
from among the Protestants, than any one has been yet. 

suspicions of ignorant people and was made the basis of many malicious 
slanders on the part of the German clergy which were assiduously circulated 
in print and fostered such suspicions. Thus arose much of the nonsense 
about the Moravian Church of former times even yet stupidly believed by 
many who have not taken the trouble to seek correct information. 

6 In the sense of Matt. 13 : 11 ; 1 Cor. 4: 1 applied to appointments for 
the special edification of believers in things which the ignorant and the un- 
godly cannot receive, after the manner of the primitive Church. 

7 Matt. 7 : 6. 
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[Their subsequent correspondence, which was continued at intervals, 
as records show, has been lost. From 1771 to 1774 Mr. Laurens was 
abroad. The next fragments of their correspondence which have been 
preserved fall in the year 1778, when Mr. Laurens was President of 
the Continental Congress, and relate to the petitions of the Brethren 
in the matter of taking oath and bearing arms, which will be published 
with Ettwein's history of the Revolutionary experiences of the Brethren. 
That which now follows belongs to the period after the second return 
of Laurens from Europe in 1783.] 

LAURENS TO ETTWEIN, JULY 14, 1787. 

Mepkin Plantation, So. Carolina 
14* July 1787. 
Reverend and Dear Sir, 

Your affectionate Letter of the 9 th Octo- 
ber found me in a very ill state of health, unable to write or do 
any kind of business without reluctance. In that state I had 
remained, with some flattering partial intervals of Amendment, 
till the beginning of the present Month, when Lexperienced great 
relief from the use of the Shower Bath, and altho it brought on 
a severe attack of the Gout, I find myself clearer in the head and 
in better health than I had been since I returned to this Country. 

Those who reported my health to you were equally mistaken 
with those who reported my death. I have borne my Maladies 
without murmuring and so people have thought nothing ailed 
me. 

The basket you allude to came to my hands when at Trenton 
when I was under an Ague Fever and Sciatica in a high degree. 
After I had a little recovered I was obliged to hurry on my 
Journey, the Winter then approaching fast, & a dismal Journey it 
was, myself sick, the Weather wet and cold and the Roads bad 
beyond description. Upon my arrival I found all my affairs in 
great Distraction, calling for my immediate Application and my 
health too poor to give the required aid. 

At length they are brought into some kind of Arrangement and 
I am settled at this very pleasant place on Cooper River about 
40 feet above the Water, 30 miles from Charleston. The Enemy 
have not left me means for being in my former stile in the city. 
I made some attempts to speak of the horrid murders of your 
3 



196 

poor Indian Brethren but they were fruitless. 8 Every Man 
seemed to have so many troubles of his own as absorbt his whole 
care and attention, besides this thing was not news & so many 
butcheries had been committed by the British upon our people 
as had made such Reports too familiar & removed the horror 
which a single Instance would otherwise have excited. 

I thank you for the Book which you were so good as to send 
me by Mr Drayton. I read with great satisfaction as I lay on 
my Sick Bed some Pages of the pious breathings of our late 
dear friend. 

Mr Drayton who neglected to read it on the Road has bor- 
rowed it and has not since returned it but I shall send for it 
when I go next to Charleston. 

I come now my dear friend to a more important^ business re- 
specting which I should have written you long ago, but I have 
been waiting an event from London which I think is now accom- 
plished. 

I heard you say when I was at Bethlehem the Brethren would 
make a Settlement at our Ninety-Six if they could obtain a 
Tract of about 2000 Acres of tolerably good Land. 

I have a Tract of about 6000 Acres which is reported to me 
to be in a general way very good & worth money, two thousand 
or two thousand, five hundred Acres of which is at the service of 
your Society for the good purpose intended if they will do me the 
great honour of accepting it without Money or other consideration. 

If you speak in the affirmative, as I pray God you may, let a 
Deputation of Brethren come here in the month of October or 
November next when wc will have the above mentioned quantity 
or quantities, or a few hundred Acres more if necessary to make 
the Settlement complete Surveyed & set off & such deeds of 
conveyance shall be made in Fee forever as the Society shall re- 
quire; admitting my Death in the meantime my Son will confirm 
my intentions. 

I pray God to bless you in yourself, in your particular family 
& to bless & prosper your whole Society, 

Henry Laurens. 
The Reverend 

Bishop Ettwein, Bethlehem Pennsylvania. 

8 The massacre of 96 Moravian Indians at Gnadenhutten, Ohio, March 
8, 1782. 



197 

WILLIAM BELL, MERCHANT, OF PHILADELPHIA AND 
AGENT OF LAURENS, TO ETTWEIN, JULY 25, 1787. 

Sir, 

1 some time ago received a letter from the Honorable Henry 
Laurens, ordering some shoes to be made for his negroes and 
sent to Charleston — he says our Friends at Bethlehem perhaps 
could get them made, therefore you will write them : — I had 
some made in this Town last Year for Mr Laurens which cost 
5/ a pair and a second parcel of exceeding good Shoes which 
cost 7/ — I will thank you to have per first opportunity your 
Opinion whether you think the Shoes can be made at your place 
and sent to this as cheap or cheaper than here. The Shoes are 
for Negroes and must therefore be of strong, good leather and 
well sewed. 

Your ob. hble. Serv. 

William Bell. 

ETTWEIN TO BELL, AUGUST 26, 1787. 
W M Bell. 
Sir, 

I received your letter of the 25 th of July about some 
Shoes for the Negroes of the Honor ble H. Laurens in South Car- 
olina. I spoke to the Shoemakers. They told me they could 
not afford to make good shoes for 7/ a pair, but they would 
engage to make a number of them for 7/6 a pair as they com- 
monly sold for 8/ in their shops. I have therefore bespoke 20 
pair at that price as a sample. 

If the Hon ble Gentleman judges them good for that price, he 
may order for next year as many as he pleases, 1, 2 or 300 pairs. 
Bethlehem Leather has a good Name & I hope the Masters 
will care that the shoes are well sewed. 

I am &c — 

LAURENS TO ETTWEIN, SEPTEMBER 10, 1787. 

Charleston, So. Carolina, 10 th Septb r 1787. 
My Dear Friend 

I had the pleasure of writing to you the 14 th July, 
making the offer to your Brethren of a Tract of Land at Ninety- 
Six — certain articles respecting that Land which now appear to 
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me essential were then omitted — to make the necessary addition 
is the purpose of my present address. 

first. The Land lies in a well settled Neighborhood with little 

or no danger from Incursions of Savages. 

2 nd The Road from there to this city, though not as good as 

it ought to be, is not worse than the Road was when I 

traveled it from Bethlehem to Philadelphia. 

3 d The Taxes are light, about eight Dollars per Thousand 

Acres, & no Arrears of Taxes. 
4 th My Neighbor, John Lewis Gervais, Esquire, who has a 
Tract adjoining, being one Moiety of my original Tract, 
assures me he can sell his at a Guinea per Acre on Credit 
with good Security for payment. 
If these intimations shall prove an inducement, send your 
Deputies 1 entreat you and take possession. 

Shall I request you My Dear Friend to give direction to your 
best Gunsmith to make for me as Neat, Light and good a Rifle 
barreled Gun as he can afford for five Guineas, with Mould &c — 
also to send me half a Dozen pair of Neat, Strong Doe skin 
Gloves — the size of my hand is middling — You may remember 
the Thread Gloves you gave me which are still in wear, these 
Articles to be delivered to M r William Bell, Merchant, of Phila- 
delphia who will pay the amount upon application. How goes 
on your Woolen Manufactory ? 

God bless and preserve you and all your families. 

Henry Laurens. 
The Reverend Bishop Ettwein 
Bethlehem. 

ETTWEIN TO LAURENS, OCTOBER 1787. 

Henry Laurens Esq r 

Honoured & Dear Sir, 

Your kind Letter of July 14 th with 
the offer of a Tract of Land for a settlement of the U. B m at 
Ninety-Six I have answered and left the letter at the house of 
M r W m Bell in Philadelphia. 

Your Favour of the 10 th Sep r reached Bethlehem on the 4 th 
when I returned from New York where I and one of our Mis- 
sionaries among the Indians had some business with the Board 
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of Treasury in Behalf of the Christian Indian Congregation. 
Congress has sold all the Land on both sides of the Muskingum 
to a certain Company, excepting the three forsaken Indian Towns 
& io/m acres of Land adjoining them, all together 12/m acres 
which shall be surveyed next Spring & a Deed given to the 
Directors of the B" 13 Society for Propagating the Gospel among 
the Heathen in trust for the Chr. Ind. Congregation. General 
Sinclair is appointed Governor of the Western Territory and Sup' 
of Indian Affairs in the N. District. 

I thank you Dear Friend a thousand times for your good will 
and benevolent Intention. God's Will be done. 

Mr W m Bell made Enquiry about the price of strong Shoes. I 
empowered him and gave Direction to the Shoemaker to send 
20 Pair at a Dollar 9 p r pair as a sample. 

They were packed several Weeks but Farmers being very busy 
Sowing, they could not be sent to Philadelphia sooner. 

That a neat, light, good Rifle barreled Gun may be made for 
you as soon as possible I will take care. May be I can send the 
Gloves with this first favour of Mr Loocock who is here with his 
Lady on a Visit. Our Wollen manufactory is but weak. Very 
little is made for sale. We encourage as much as possible 
the raising of Sheep. I believe a number of Hoes could be 
made here at a reasonable Price if we knew what form or sort is 
most liked in your parts. It will at all times be a pleasure to 
me to receive and execute any of your Orders or Commands, for 
I am and remain in Truth, Dear Sir 

Your affectionate Friend and Humble Serv' 

John Ettwein. 

ETTWEIN TO LAURENS, NOVEMBER, 1787. 
Dear Sir 

I wrote to you by Mr Loocock in Answer to your Favour 
of Sep' 10 th and sent by him six Pair of Deer Skin Gloves. I 
gave Direction to M r Joseph Perkins here in Philadelphia, a 
member of our Church, and a very good Gunsmith to make for 
you as neat, light & good a rifle bored Gun with Mould as he 

9 In one letter ys. 6d. in the other a Dollar, showing the rate at which Penn- 
sylvania Colonial currency counted in the new coin. 



200 

can possibly make for the Price of 5 Guineas. I doubt not but 
that he will do his best to give satisfaction. When it is done he 
will deliver it to M r W m Bell. I am sorry to hear from that Gen- 
tleman of your poor state of Health. Our old dyer, Matthew 
Weiss 10 wants some very good Carolina Indigo, to do his Work 
good for Bethlehem and Neighbors. M r Loocock advised him to 
make application to you and he desired me to do it in his Name. 
I shall be obliged to you if you will take the trouble to order a 
Barrel of the best of your Indigo to be sent to' him as soon as 
can be. It can be directed to the care of Mr Godfrey Haga in 
Race Street. The reason of my being at Present here 11 you will 
see in the enclosed Prints. 

I arid our whole little Flock at Beth m & Nazareth enjoy, God 
be thanked for it, good Health, Peace and many Blessings. 

That the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God our 
Heavenly Father and the Communion of the Holy Spirit may 
comfort and strengthen you at all times, and particularly in your 
painful hours, is the prayer of 

Your affectionate Friend & Serv' 

John Ettwein. 

LAURENS TO ETTWEIN, APRIL 5, 1788. 

Mepkin Plantation So. Carolina 
5 th April 1788. 
Reverend & Dear Sir. 

I find myself indebted for your several kind 
letters of 24 th August, 17 th October & 28 th November in the ex- 

10 It is interesting to note that the culture of Indigofera tinctoria and the 
manufacture of Indigo was carried on in the Southern States at this early 
day in the history of the United States. The enterprise doubtless never got 
much beyond the experimental stage, but whether owing to the unsuitability 
of the soil or climate, or whether the panacea of "protection"— as to the virtues 
of which the learned doctors of politics and political economy choose to dis- 
agree to this day — was not properly applied by the law-makers of the land, 
remains an open question. Suffice it to say, the veteran blue-dyer, Matthew 
Weiss, who had instituted this industry in Bethlehem in 1746, and had 
manipulated in woolen dyeing, chiefly in blue, brown and bottle-green, evi- 
dently placed more confidence in the East Indian article, for, in his book 
accounts, Indigo from Madras and Bengal figures almost exclusively. 

11 He was in Philadelphia to apply to the Convention of November 20, for 
a Charter for the Society for Propagating the Gospel among the Heathen. 
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pi red Year. Bad health has reduced me to a very remiss Cor- 
respondent. Thank God I am at the present moment tolerably 
well, but wandering Gout, Gravel and great weakness of Nerves, 
the first & last almost constantly, the second occasionally afford 
no prospect of long continuance. 

Your declining to accept the Land which I offered you at 
Ninety-Six is a disappointment to me, nevertheless I perceive 
you have done much better." Ten Thousand Acres upon the 
Muskingum affords a much fairer and more extensive prospect 
of promoting your pious designs. I rejoice in your Success and 
pray God to bless you with continued prosperity. 

I have given direction to make a general Resurvey of the 
Ninety-six Tract and remove certain encroachments which have 
lately come to my knowledge. When that work is completed if 
I am alive I shall correspond with M r Marschall at Salem in the 
terms you advise. The Sample of Shoes from Bethlehem which 
were sent by M r Bell did not equal in quality the Shoes which 
came directly from Philadelphia. I should say did not equal in 
appearance, for I have heard no complaint of the wear. The 
Gloves by M r Loocock came safe and are very. good. I hope 
soon to see the Gun. M r Bell will pay for both articles. 

You would "travel one or two hundred Miles to see me at 
Mepkin." I thank you heartily for the friendly intimation. If 
I could travel, I would go all the way to visit you at Bethlehem. 
I sincerely love you. M r Loocock might have advised you to a 
much more proper person than myself for the purchase of Indigo. 
I live wholly in the country except occasional visits to my family 
in Charleston, and having been upwards of twenty years, uncon- 
cerned in commerce, I do not think I am a competent Judge of 
the commodity. However, I felt a pleasure in an opportunity 
of serving you. I went to the City and with the help of a 
Judicious Friend bought 2jg lb weight, which appeared to be of 
the best quality. My Friend, M r Gervais assured me it was and 
I remarked it was perfectly dry which is always to be attended 
to. That quantity is put into a Barrel, Taped and Sealed, Shipped 
on board the Philadelphia, Cap' Strong consigned to M r Godfrey 
Haga to whom I have enclosed the Bill of Lading and account 



11 The reference is to the grant of land in Ohio to the Society for Propa- 
gating the Gospel Among the Heathen. 
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of the money I paid for it the 12 th of March last, .£73.9.9. our 
Sterling which at present differs from British 12^ per cent. At 
this rate I exchanged Bills the 7 th March. The Repayment 
may be made if you please to M r Will m Bell in Philadelphia. 
Capt Strong is the first opportunity that has offered, except Capt 
Allibone who sails too early as I judged for risquing. The 
Indigo was purchased when the latter sailed in February but I 
reserved it for more seasonable conveyance. 

That happiness may attend you, your family, your Society, is 
the ardent wish Reverend and Dear Sir, of 
your affectionate and faithful 

humble servant 

Henry Laurens. 
The Reverend 
Bishop Ettwein 
Pennsylvania. 

ETTWEIN TO LAURENS, MAY, 1788. 
Honoured and Dear Sir, 

I received yours of April 5 th on the 25 th , 
I feel concerned for your poor state of health. I did not decline 
a Settlement at 96. I only referred it to the proper place for an 
Answer, that is a General Synod of the United Brethren which 
will be held in Saxony in June '89 at which several such pro- 
posals for new Settlements will be considered and it will be de- 
termined which shall be begun first. 

I am sorry I made you trouble with the Indigo. If I had 
been present at the conversation of the Dyer with M r Loocock, 
I would have asked whether Indigo is raised on your Farms. 
From what Mr Weiss our Dyer told me of his conversation with 
M r Loocock, I was of opinion that Indigo was raised on your own 
Plantations. Mr Weiss is pleased with the Indigo and will pay 
with Thanks to M r W m Bell of Philadelphia through M r Haga 
with Interest from 12 th of March until it is paid. I hope the 
Shoes will be found good in wearing. The Shoemaker gave for 
reason why he could not sell them for less than a Dollar that he 
paid 2/6 to the Journeymen per Pair when others paid but y£ 
Dollar, as he wanted to have three stitches where the others make 
but two, but he is now also more pliable and has offered 30 pair 
at 7/ p r pair. 
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A few days ago I received for answer to my letter in which I 
communicated your very kind instruction to encourage a B™ 1 
Settlement at 96, in the State of S. Carolina to the Elders' Con- 
ference of the Unity, that as a General Synod would meet in 
June '89 and there were more invitations of that nature, it would 
be referred to that Synod. We will therefore dear Sir, patiently 
wait for the result and pray, Thy Will be done. 

ETTWEIN TO WILLIAM BELL, MAY, 1788. 

Mr W m Bell 

Sir, — I received a Letter from my much respected 
Friend Henry Laurens, d. d. Apr. 5 th . He sent a barrel of Indigo 
to M r M. Weiss the Dyer here. Mr Laurens writes the repay- 
ment of £73-9-9 S. Car. Sterling, which at present differs from 
British 12^ Pr Cent, may be made to M r W m Bell in Philad. 
M r M. Weiss will pay you as soon as possible by the hand of Mr 
Haga with interest from the 12 th of March to the Day of repay- 
ment. I desired him to pay 20 Dollars for the Shoes and six 
Dollars for leather Gloves, and to send you the Receipt for it. 
M r Laurens writes the sample of Shoes from Bethlehem which 
were sent by M r Bell did not equal in quality the Shoes which 
came directly from Phiadelphia. I should say did not equal in 
appearance, for I have heard no complaint of the Wear. One of 
our Shoemakers has 30 Pair on hand which he now would sell 
for 7/ a Pair. He says they are good & strong. 

BELL TO ETTWEIN, MAY 17, 1788. 

Philadelphia May 17 th , 1788. 
Sir 

Your Esteemd letter covering one for M r . Laurens came duly 
to hand — note the Contents — your letter will be forwarded ^ the 
first opportunity — M r . Laurens has not sent the Measures to 
make the shoes to — Observe what you say about the price 7/ 
last year I paid no more than 7/ — Also observe you say M r . 
Weiss will pay £7$. 9. 9 allowing him a deduction of 12^ f) Cent 
for the difference of money — am with great respect your most 
Ob*. Huble Serv 1 . 

William Bell. 
The Rev d . Bishop Ettwein. 
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BELL TO ETTWEIN, JUNE 17, 1788. 

Philadelphia June 17 th 1788. 
Sir 

I received a letter from our mutual Friend M r . Laurens in 
which he tells me he purchased some Indigo for your account — 
he says that the common Exchange between paper and hard 
money was 12^ f* Cent — therefore would not Charge more — he 
passed some in payment and was only allowed 5 f> Cent — on 
which principal he thinks 315 dollars will only reimburse him 
for what he paid for the Indigo —I here inclose you an abstract 
of his letter — he does not Demand more than you have paid — 
but is willing to receive the 315 dollars should it meet your ap- 
probation as he conceives he paid that sum for the Indigo — on 
the other side you have a State of the */ — should there be any 
thing in which I can be usefull you are at Liberty to command 
your most ob l . Huble Serv'. 

William Bell. 
73. 9. 9 South Carolina money is 
112. 10. 75^ Pennsylvania — which is 300.^ dollars the above at 

12}4 "ty Cent discount — * 
paid May 10 th £73. 10. 6 
June 16 th 39. 1 

112. 10. 7. — 300.^ dollars. 

M r . Laurens think the Indigo cost 315 dollars 
already paid ------- 300.^ 

Balance due should the Bishop | 8 3 

approve of the Settlement j 9 ° 

To Bishop Ettwein. 

LAURENS' BILL TO GODFREY HAGA. 

Bishop Ettwein, on whose account I have Shipped or ordered 
to be shipped on board the Philadelphia Cap' Strong 279 lb 10, 10, 
of fine Indigo at 5/3 — Cask & 5/ — £73. 9. 9. S Carolina 
Money the Value of which or any Sum agreeable to the Course 
of Exchange I request you will receive and place to my credit, 
I lately adjusted an */ c in Charleston in which a- discount 5 per 
Cent was made for Gold or Dollars — but all things considered 
the Bishop might pay me the full Sum 315 Dollars — . 
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BELL TO ETTWEIN, APRIL 12, 1790. 

Philad 21 April 1790. 
rec. 6 May, Sep. 8 th 
The Reverend Bishop Et^wein 

Sir 

I received a letter from the 
Hon ble- Henry Laurens Jun r . dated Mepkin 25 Feby 1790 from 
which I find I must be under the necessity of being troublesome 
to you knowing you to be a particular Friend of his Father, & 
hope you will pardon the freedom I now take. When in my 
power to render you any Acceptable service I will with pleasure, 
& will thank you to command me 

Am Sir Your M°. Ob', hble Serv'. 

William Bell. 

Abstract of M r . Henry Laurens Jun r . letter 
I have now to request another favour of you, Which is this — 
to procure for me a Model of the Water Mill in the Moravian 
Settlement at Bethlehem, So far as it is made use of in the Manu- 
facture of Hemp. The general Account which I have heard of 
this Machine is as follows — "at Bethlehem in Pennsylvania the 
Moravians have erected a Water Mill, Which by means of one 
large Wheel carries on at the same time four Manufactories, one 
of Hemp, one of Cotton & c each in distinct apartments of a large 
building adjoining" 

Hemp is an Article Which probably, if Indigo should continue 
to depreciate, must be the resort of many Planters in this Country, 
it has already been attempted upon a Small Scale and with great 
Success and Profit, and the only difficulty which as yet has pre- 
sented is — that of breaking & Heckling it properly for the pur- 
chase of the Rope Maker; the Labour and time required for 
this in the common way by hand, would be too great & dilatory 
for an essay upon a Plantation with a force equal to the cultiva- 
tion of two or three hundred Acres. The mill above mentioned, 
if the Acc° I have of it be Just, would obviate the difficulty 
completely, the introduction of it may be of very great Advan- 
tage to the Country, I am sure that you will agree with me that 
the Experiment is worth making, and grant me your Assistance 
on the Occasion. 
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Perhaps it may be necessary to make an Application to the 
Rev d Bishop Etwein, but of this you will judge, to employ some 
ingenious Moravian Carpenter or Mill-Wright to execute a Model 
not only on account of Expedition, but also on acc° of price, for 
I wish it to be as cheaply & speedily done as possible — Permit 
me to repeat the Model of the Mill is wanted only, So far as it 
is made use of in the Manufacture of Hemp — And I need not add 
it should be made to some particular Gauge. & proportionate in 
all its parts. 

Signed — Henry Laurens Jun. 

I will be much obliged by your favouring me with an Answer 
as soon as you Conveniently can 

& oblige yours 

William Bell 

ETTWEIN TO BELL, MAY 8, 1790. 
M R William Bell, Merchant, 

Dear Sir, 

I received yours of the 21 st of Apr. May the 6 th here at Lititz 
communicating to me part of M r H. Laurens jun r Letter to you 
concerning a model from the Hemp Mill at Bethlehem. 

M r Laurens has been misinformed in regard to the Mill at 
Bethlehem, there is, in fact a Mill which by the power of one 
large Wheel moved by strong current of Water, can work 6 dif- 
ferent manufactories 1.) an oil mill stamping on one side the 
flax seed and on the other side pressing out the oil and above 
that 2.) hulling mills, for hulling of Spelt, Buck wheat and 
3.) making ship & pearl Barley & oat meal. On the other side 
of the Water wheel is 4.) a mill pounding bark for the Tanner 
& 5.) one for softening & cleaning calfskins &c. for shoe leather. 
On . the side of that in a small separate building is 6.) the 
Hemp mill, where on a bed of solid oak blocks cut in curves the 
Hemp, already broke is laid and by a large stone about a Tons' 
weight of this form — <j is by the force of the foresaid Water 
wheel turned very quick round upon the Hemp on the Bed which 
must be often turned till it is quite soft ; but the Hemp thus pre- 
pared is not fit for Ropemakers, but only for (swingling and Heck- 
ling) spinning and making strong coarse linnen from it, and must 
after being so softened be swingled and hatchelt. 

Yet I will speak with our Millwright, to make a model of a 
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mill where on one side of the Water wheel a stamp Mill for 
pounding bark or Rice and on the other such a Hemp-mill may 
be, and as soon as it is finished will send it to you to forward it, to 
M r Laurens. To serve him in anything will be a great pleasure to 
me. Please to mention to him my best respects. Some Weeks 
ago I wrote to his father and sent it to your care, I hope my 
Letter was delivered & forwarded. I am 

Dear Sir 

your humble serv* 

John Ettwein. 
Lititz May 8 th 1790. 

LAURENS TO ETTWEIN, JUNE 25, 1790. 

Mepkin Plantation, So. Carolina 
25 th June 1790. 
Reverend and Dear Sir 

Your very kind & affectionate Letter of the 
16 th February reached me the 20 th March & should have been 
answered much earlier but some time was required for enquiring 
into two points which you have made the sine qua non of your 
accepting the Ninety-Six Land, "exemption from personal ser- 
vice in War and your Affirmation in all cases instead of your 
Oath." The first is solely within the province of Congress, this 
State has nothing to do with it, my information is from the Gov- 
ernor. The other article is established in our Constitution, affir- 
mation is taken for Oath and your Brethren are not excluded 
from serving in our Legislature. The Land is still my property 
and 2000 Acres of the best at the service of your Society upon 
condition of establishing a Settlement. I hope the Month of 
October will not pass before some of your friends shall appear to 
locate and take possession of a spot. 

I rejoice at your safe returri to America & no less at your 
abiding so long & so lovingly with your Brethren & friends in 
Europe. God has been pleased to deprive you of one friend by 
the death of your Wife but has raised you up another in your 
Daughter for He will never forsake nor leave you disconsolate." 

" While Bishop Ettwein was in Europe attending the General Synod his 
wife, Joannette Maria, m.n. Kimberle, died at Bethlehem, September 8, 1789. 
He and hi» daughter Benigna who accompanied him to Europe did not 
hear of her death until they landed at New York, December 26, 1789, on 
their way home. 
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The general Act for granting liberty of Conscience mentioned 
in your P.S. so far as respects bearing Arms I repeat can only 
flow from Congress, all other liberty is amply secured by our 
Constitution. 

I commend myself to your Prayers & am with the most affec- 
tionate Esteem & Regard 

Reverend Sir 

Your friend & Obedient Servant 

Henry Laurens. 
Reverend Bishop Ettwein 



HENRY LAURENS, JR., TO ETTWEIN, JUNE 27, 1790. 

Charleston 27 th June 1790. 
Reverend Sir, 

I note in a Letter lately received from my friend, M r 
W m Bell of Philadelphia, the trouble which you have been so 
good to take in assisting him to procure for me the models of the 
Mills used at Bethlehem for the preparation of Hemp to a certain 
State; tho' unfavored by your Correspondence, I refrain not from 
intruding a few Lines upon you with my hearty thanks for your 
interference. 

The article of Hemp, probably, will be a staple of considerable 
consequence in this Country, to encourage & promote its Cultiva- 
tion, few things can tend more than the introduction of the modes 
of manufacture in' the various Stages, and of the proper Mills for 
facilitating the process, under this impression I wrote to M r Bell 
to procure for me models of the mills used at Bethlehem, where 
I had learned that Hemp was cultivated & manufactured to a con- 
siderable Extent. With your assistance, he informs me that he 
will be able to gratify my wishes, by sending a Model of the 
Conical rolling Mill, & a Model of a Mill used for the double 
purpose of preparing Hemp on one side and of bruising Bark or 
beating Rice at pleasure on the other. I shall be happy at all 
times to make the best returns in my power for this flattering 
instance of your regard & attention. Should occasions present 
themselves to me on which I should think my Services would be 
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useful they shall not be kept. Should any occur to you let me 
hope you will give me the means of embracing them. 
With the highest Respect & Esteem I am 
Reverend Sir 

your obed 1 humble Servant 
The Reverend Henry Laurens, Jun r 

Bishop Ettwein 
at Bethlehem. 

ETTWEIN TO LAURENS, JULY 8, 1790. 

To Henry Laurens, Sen r 

Honoured & Dear Sir, 

I received this Day your favour of the 
25 th of June in answer to mine of Febr. I find by the public 
prints that the exemption from serving in the Militia will be for 
all who are conscientiously scrupulous to bear arms. Tho' we 
cannot say that all our B m are scrupulous in that point nor in 
taking a public oath, yet as there are many of our Church Mem- 
bers who really scruple about it and think to have good reason 
in the Word of our Saviour for it, we think it our Duty to pro- 
vide for them and not to offend such B m by a contrary mind or 
action. 

I hope that before the end of Oct r some of the B rn from Salem 
in N. Car. will take a view of the 96 District in S. Car. and fix 
the place for the intended Settlement. 

I am heartily thankful for your good will and wishes. 

ETTWEIN TO HENRY LAURENS, JR., JULY 10, 1790. 

H. Laurens Jun f 
Dear Sir, 

I was favoured with a Letter from you of June 
27 th which I received the 8 th inst. here at Philadelphia. 

A model for a Hemp & stamping Mill has been made at Beth m 
I hope you will receive it by Cap' Jones. 

The Millwright had begun it before I received M r Bell's second 
Letter. You will find that he instead of our common Hemp 
Mill with a roller has made one with two Brakes. 

. Some Remarks or Directions of his are hereby enclosed. 
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I shall be happy at all times, if you give me an opportunity, 
to shew my willingness to serve you, particularly in such plans 
for the benefit of the Country. 

I am with Love & Esteem 
Yours 

John Ettwein. 

LAURENS TO ETTWEIN, SEPTEMBER 10, 1790. 
Mepkin Plantation, So. Carolina 
10 th Sep' 1790. 
Reverend & Dear Sir, 

When your kind Letter of the 8 th of July 
came to me I was suffering under a severe attack of Gout which 
held me a prisoner nearly a Month. 

Whatever you might have reflected upon permission to leave 
your mortal Tent, your happy recovery, for which I thank God, 
is a public benefit to a very large Circle who would sensibly feel 
the ill effects of your final departure, but in all cases God's Will 
be done. 13 

Concerning the land at Ninety-Six I shall be ready to fulfill 
my promises whenever any of your Brethren shall appear. I hope 
it will be in the course of next Month. I shall rather exceed 
than fall short of my propositions. 

My Son has received the model of the Mill for breaking Hemp. 
I hope he has made a proper acknowledgement of your goodness 
in procuring it. He is at present in Charleston. 

Commending myself to your remembrance in Prayer, I remain 
with the most affectionate Regard, 

Reverend and Dear Sir 
Your friend sincerely 

Henry Laurens. 
The Rev" 1 Bishop Ettwein. 

. ETTWEIN TO LAURENS, SEPTEMBER 25, 1790. 

Henry Laurens Esq. 
Honoured and Dear Sir, 

If I remember right, I have already in- 
formed you that I received your very kind Letter of the 25 th of 

'3 Bishop Ettwein suffered a long and severe attack of sickness in Feb- 
ruary and March, 1790, after which he never fully regained robust health. 
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June on July 8 th in Philadelphia. I sent Copy of it to our dear 
beloved Brother Fr. Marschall at Salem, with a request to send as 
soon as possible some of the Brethren from Wachovia to see the 
Country about Ninety Six in general and your District in par- 
ticular, and to resolve upon a convenient spot for establishing a 
Settlement. I and my B" 1 here wish that M r Fr. Marschall him- 
self would make such a Journey to 96, and from there to you in 
Mepkin Plantation or in Charleston to settle everything in this 
Affair for which I now write to him again. If upon the condi- 
tion of establishing a Settlement of the United Brethren 2000 
acres of your Land in 96 are granted and given by you, you will 
please make a Deed for them in fee simple to Frederick Marschall 
Esq. at Salem in N. Carolina. The U. B rn have entrusted him 
with all their landed property in Pennsylvania and Carolina. He 
and the B m in N. Carolina will then as soon as possible take fur- 
ther measures to plant a mustard seed in S. Carolina, and I have 
great hopes that it will grow and such a Setttlement in time be- 
come a home to our Missionaries among the Creek, Choctaw and 
Cherokee Indians, if any there be, as I wish and hope for. 

I heard there was in Congress a Motion to send Missionaries 
to the Creek Indians. Our Mission near Lake Erie is, by the 
Grace of God, again in a flourishing condition. Some of the 
Headmen of the Delawares have been converted, and initiated 
into the Christian Church by Holy Baptism, but they are still 
between hawk and buzzard, on the one side wild enemies of the 
Gospel, on the other side white enemies of all that is called Indian, 
but I am sure it is the work of God and He will maintain it and 
fulfill His thoughts of peace also among the several Indian Na- 
tions when His hour is come. 

I remain with the most affectionate esteem Honoured and Dear 
Sir, your Friend and Brother in Christ, 

John Ettwein. 



A TRIP INTO SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Account of an Inspection of the Lands intended for a 

Settlement of the Brethren, by Frederick von 

Marschall 14 and Christian Lewis Benzien, 15 

in November and December, 1790. 

In rendering a report of our journey and of what we accom- 
plished in this matter we acknowledge that we have never been 
more forcibly impressed with the comforting promises of the 
Lord that He will not leave His children without help and succor 
in whatever they may undertake in His name, and in our various 
experiences we have certainly had the most positive evidence 
that it is His hand that doeth all things for the best. 

We thankfully acknowledge His fatherly protection in having 
enabled us to perform our mission without interruption by sick- 
ness, especially as in all the region through which we passed a 
virulent type of Influenza was raging; there were a great num- 
ber of deaths in the upper parts of South Carolina and we fre- 
quently made our night's lodging in houses where there were 
cases of this epidemic and where we were privileged to give such 
advice and aid as was in our power. 

14 Frederick William von Marschall was born near Dresden, Feb. 5, 1721. 
He received his education in the University of Leipzig, his parents having 
intended him for military service ; here he formed the acquaintance of the 
Moravian Brethren, which ultimately so shaped his course of life that he 
entered the service of the Church of his adoption. 

After having filled various offices in England, Holland and Germany, he 
received the appointment of Warden of the property of the Brethren in 
Pennsylvania, where he arrived in 1761, and was chiefly engaged in regu- 
lating the affairs consequent to the abrogation of the economy system in 
Bethlehem and Nazareth. In 1768 he was transferred to Bethabara, N. C. 
and was intrumental in the founding of Salem. Here he departed, Feb. 
11, 1802. 

15 Christian Lewis Benzien was born in London, July 19, 1753. In 1786, 
he became Marschall's assistant at Salem, and, in 1802, his successor as Ad- 
ministrator and Proprietor. He died Nov. 13, 181 1. 

212 
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The Daily Text for the 14th of November, the day on which 
we started on our journey, was : All the ends of the earth have 
seen the salvation of our God. Ps. xcviii, 3. It was particularly 
impressive to us because the chief object of the projected estab- 
lishment of the Brethren on this tract is the furtherance of His 
kingdom, where, by word and deed, we may proclaim His salva- 
tion and glorify His blessed name. 

John Samuel,, the negro brother from Bethabara, had charge 
of our team, and on the 17th, we were joined by Bro. George 
Biebighausen who was on his way to Charleston and who over- 
took us 70 odd miles from Salem. 

The weather became clear directly after our start and remained 
pleasant until we reached Charleston ; hence the stream^ which 
we were obliged to cross, ordinarily swollen at this time of the 
year, were easily forded. 

We spent the night of the 19th in Camden, formerly called 
Pine Tree, a very neat village. We were -still more agreeably 
impressed, on the 20th, with the location of Statesboro, distant 
22 miles, a town which has sprung up since the Revolution, 
beautifully situated on the High Hills of the Santee ; we reached 
Manchester, 10 miles away, by evening ; this village consists of 
a few houses only and bears evident traces, as does also the 
neighboring country, of the desolation wrought by the late war. 

On the following day we crossed the three mile savannah or 
swamp by the Santee river without difficulty. This was the spot 
where Bro. Marschall and his wife were in no little peril 15 years 
ago. On that occasion, as is often the case, the entire swamp 
was inundated and those having the teams in charge were at 
some places obliged to wade breast-deep in the water and search 
for the submerged log road with poles. 

During the forenoon of the 22nd, when 45 miles this side of 
Charleston, we reached the home of Philip Will, a nephew of 
Bro. Boemper and who, as a boy, lived in Bethlehem. It was 
very evident that he was overjoyed to receive a visit from the 
Brethren, and we, for our part, were glad to get definite informa- 
tion concerning the residence of Mr. Laurens as also of his well- 
being. We at once resolved to visit him on his place called 
Mepkin plantation, before proceeding to Charleston and we con- 
tinued on our day's journey to Monk's Corners, where Bro. Bie- 
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bighausen parted from us, on the 23rd, qn his direct road to 
Charleston. We turned to the left and, traversing a newly laid 
out and unusually straight road for a distance of 9 miles, we 
reached Mepkin Plantation. As the Mepkin bridge had just been 
removed and was in course of re-construction, we were guided 
by one of his negroes to his homestead. Mr. Laurens at once 
recognized Bro. Marschall and surmised that we had come on 
matters relating to his land offer, but at the same time he ex- 
pressed regret that we had chosen so unfavorable a season of the 
year for our tour of inspection ; he made solicitous inquiry about 
Bro. Ettwein and others of the Brethren. 

In the course of the day he showed us over the plantation, 
which is* very pleasantly situated on the Cooper river, and which 
he has adapted principally for the culture of rice; he has adopted 
the name for his place from the Mepkin tribe of Indians who 
formerly had their seat here. 

It was evident to- us that he treated his negroes — he is the 
owner of 300 — with much kindness and consideration. 

During the course of conversation he said that he already 
had had three ministers on his place to give religious teaching to 
his slaves, but that their conduct had been so reprehensible as to 
frustrate all his designs; hence he was quite satisfied to have his 
negroes lead a moral life; nor did he express any desire that the 
Brethren should engage in Gospel work among them. He made 
us acquainted with his son, who is at present a member of- the 
Assembly and who seems to be quite in accord with the inten- 
tions of his father toward us. 

Thus was the day spent in conversation which, although not 
entirely pertinent to the affair which most concerned us, neverthe- 
less testified to the esteem and confidence which he bore to the 
Brethren. It was soon made plain to us that the good old man, 
while still adhering to his hopes that the land which he had 
offered us might please us and that we might accept it and begin 
a settlement thereon, was unable to give us any definite informa- 
tion as to its location, etc., because the drafts and all the papers 
thereto belonging were in the keeping of his former partner, John 
Lewis Gervais, of Charleston. 

During the afternoon Bro. Marschall was overtaken by a spell 
of weakness which necessitated his being led to the house by 
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Mr. Laurens and Bro. Benzien. An old negro woman, head 
cook, mid-wife and doctor of the plantation, bathed his face with 
vinegar and the symptoms soon passed off. 

We were anxious to make an early start on the morning of the 
25th, but it was not until after some delay that we found an op- 
portunity to confer with Mr. Laurens. 

He thereupon wrote his wishes to Mr. Gervais, praying him to 
give us the necessary information and recommendations to expe- 
dite us on our way to Ninety Six. 

In order, moreover, to insure our meeting Mr. Gervais, he and 
his son took us by boat several miles down the Cooper river to 
the latter's plantation, called Mepshoo, where we learned that we 
should be certain to find Mr. Gervais in Charleston. 

Here we gave a hearty farewell to dear old Mr. Laurens and 
his son, although we fully expected to revisit Mepkin in the 
course of a few days on our return trip from Ninety Six, a plan 
which we were obliged to abandon, however, as it would have 
made too great a detour. We traveled 21 miles more during the 
day, and in the forenoon of the 26th we accomplished the last 
stretch of 10 miles to Charleston. 

We announced our arrival to Mr. Gervais without delay and 
obtained an interview with him during the afternoon. He was 
perfectly acquainted with the intentions of Mr. Laurens, gave us 
a chart of 5000 and several hundred acres, from which we were 
to select 2000 acres, and showed us the grant of the tract from the 
Government to Mr. Laurens and himself. From bbth of these 
gentlemen, therefore, we must receive the deed. He promised, 
furthermore, to supply us as soon as possible with the necessary 
letters to his agent, the Surveyor and Registrar of Wills of Abbe- 
ville Co. in the district of Ninety Six. 

In the meantime Bro. Biebighausen obtained several European 
mail parcels for us which we read and answered during the course 
of the two days following; we wrote letters to our dear Brethren 
in Salem and Bethlehem also, in spite of the discomforts of a 
little cold bed-room. 

On the 27th we obtained from Gervais the promised letters to 
his agent mentioned above. Major Bowie of Abbeville Co., besides 
which he gave us a schedule of instructions to help us in finding 
the way to the land. 
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Although now ready to resume our journey, we delayed with 
the hope that Bro. Biebighausen might join our party after the 
arrival of his wagons and their being again fitted out for their 
return trip. 

On the 28th we dined with Mr. George Forest, the usual cor- 
respondent of Bro. Bagge, 16 and found him very willing to take 
charge of our packets in future; in fact he seemed to be very 
glad to be of service to the Brethren in any way possible. 

16 That Bro. Bagge was held in great esteem as well by others as by his 
fellow townsmen and fellow members of the Brethren's Church is very evi- 
dently shown by the following letter and its accompanying poetic effusion 
received by F. W. Marschall of Salem and penned by Alexander Martin, 
late Governor of North Carolina and dated May 4th., 1800. 

" I sincerely condole with you and all the United Brethren for the 
Death of Mr. Bagge. 

I consider the melancholy Event not only affecting Your Society, but a 
public Loss to our Country, and can truly say I sensibly feel it — as he was 
long my Friend and with whom I was acquainted from my Youth. 

I take the Liberty to enclose you a few elegiac Lines expressive of his 
merit — they flowed from my Pen spontaneously, dictated by my Feelings 
and a sincere Respect for his Memory. 

Perhaps they may be acceptable to you and his Friends. Accept my 
best Wishes for your Health and believe me with great Esteem and 
Respect, dear Sir, 

Your very humble Servant 

Alex. Martin." 
"To 
The Memory of Traugott Bagge Esq r 

a distinguished member of 

The Society of the United Brethren, 

who died 

at Salem the ist of April, 1800. 

What Stroke of Fate has Salem's Son befell ? 
Their silent Griefs some sad Disaster tell, 
No common Loss their heaving sighs deplore, 
Bagge, alas, the Friend of Man's no more. 
True to his Trusts, who ever firmly stood 
A bright Example, honest, wise and good. 
From Suecia's* Realms in early Youth he came, 
Led by Religion's pure and sacred Flame ; 
Lusatia'sf Brethren claimed him as their own, 



* He was born in Gothenburg, in Sweden. 

+ The United Brethren first formed their principal seat at Herrnhuth in Upper Lusatia, in 

Saxony." 
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We paid friendly calls upon Mr. Peace and Mr. Markley, both 
long-time acquaintances of the Brethren. 

The wagons from Salem had not yet arrived on the morning of 
the 30th, and we felt obliged to resume our journey without Bro. 
Biebighausen's company. 

We reached Dorchester, a small village 20 miles from Charles- 
ton, by evening. The rain which fell on this and the following 
several days caused us to feel uneasy about the condition of the 
streams which were still to be crossed. 

The roads, too, between Dorchester and Orangeburg, a dis- 
tance of about l5o miles are so wet and full of log bridges — for 
the land hereabout is low and swampy — that we could with dif- 
ficulty make but short day's journeys. 

The worst spots we encountered were the swamps of the Cy- 
press and Walnut creeks, the first distant 10 miles and the latter 
20 miles from Dorchester. 

The 3rd. of December found us at Orangeburg, a small town 
settled many years ago by Germans, who, besides free transpor- 
tation, had received town lots and farming lands from the English 
Government. The town does not seem to prosper, however ; the 
descendants of the original settlers still live in the neighborhood 
but they no longer speak their mother tongue. 

Here there is a bridge over an arm of the Edisto river, which 
we could not reach on account of the inundation of the adjoin- 
ing swamp. We were obliged to make a detour to the right 
along a road which led presently through the Cowkan swamp 
and, 1 5 miles further on, through deep water at hap-hazard, being 
unable to see the dangerous spots which must be avoided. 

'Mong whom his Virtues long have brightly shone ; 
There not confined, but to the World around 
Deferred to man a general Good redound, 
Columbia's Sons his generous Worth detail 
With Sympathetic Tears his Fate bewail. 

Go, gentle Spirit to those Realms above, 
Where Peace and Friendship rule with holy Love, 
Thy much lov'd Zinzendorff will joyfull rise, 
Thy Spangenbekg, and greet thee to the Skies, 
Thy Watteville, and all th' united Choir 
Will glow to meet thee with a sacred Fire. 
With tenfold Talents gained, go meet thy Lord ! 
Enjoy the welcome Promise of His Word ! 
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We piled our provisions and clothing on the wagon seat to 
keep them dry, an operation which we repeated several times in 
the course of our trip. It was a relief, indeed, to reach higher hill 
country and the weather too became pleasant with a clear sky. 

On the 6th, we reached Ninety Six; this was the title given to a 
fort built during the Indian wars and again used during the Revo- 
lution and was derived from the fact that it was located 96 miles 
from Orangeburg; there is now built here a small town, called 
Cambridge and the distance to Charleston is said to be 170 miles. 
We found a great concourse of people who had assembled here 
on account of the session of Court at which cases pertaining to 
District Ninety Six were to be finally tried. Heretofore South 
Carolina has been divided into but a few large judicial Districts, 
but lately a further division into Counties has been effected, each 
of which is to have its own session of Court, similar to the ar- 
rangement for a long time adopted in the Northern States. We 
saw at once that there was no possibility of our securing night's 
lodging here, and besides, not finding Mr. Gervais' agent, Mr. 
Bowie, as we had hoped to, we resolved to travel some miles 
further towards Mr. Gervais' plantation, which lies in a due west- 
erly direction, with the expectation of finding some kind of 
shelter before nightfall. 

But at the few humble cabins which we passed, in spite of our 
earnest entreaties, we were denied accommodation and we were 
finally compelled to build a fire by the way-side, to prepare our 
meal and to keep us comfortable through the night. 

Early in the morning of the 7th, we drove 7 miles further, 
reaching the house of Mr. Chambers, whose son we had be- 
friended during the previous night, who guided us through woods 
and fields for several miles to Mr. Gervais' plantation, which he 
has named Herrenhausen. Mr. Gervais had given instructions 
to Thomas Edwards, the overseer of this plantation, to place a 
room in the house at our disposal as long as we desired it and 
not to let us lack in any comforts. The good people received us 
kindly and, in their way, did for us what they could. Since they 
are engaged in the culture of maize and indigo only and have no 
idea o'f meadows, the fare is of quite a different character from 
what we are accustomed at home ; after much trouble we managed 
to secure a little milk, for on this whole plantation, which em- 
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braces more cleared land than Bethania or Christians' Spring and 
Gnadenthal together, they kept at present but one cow. 

The dwelling house is two-storied, makes a rather handsome 
appearance, but has shutters only in place of windows ; in fact we 
found but very few windows in this part of South Carolina. 

Mr. Edwards dispatched a negro to Major Bowie with our 
letters, but the messenger returned on the 8th with the news that 
the Major had gone to Cambridge. 

We soon saw that it would be impossible to transact our busi- 
ness from this place, because the land in question lies IO miles 
further west, between Reedy Branch and Long Cane Creek. 
Mr. Edwards could give us no better advice than to make our 
headquarters with Mr. Morris who lives close by the upper end 
of the tract, on the other side however of Long Cane Creek. As 
he was about to go to Cambridge we sent a message to Major 
Bowie, requesting him to meet us at the proffered tract of land and 
to bring his surveyor's instruments with him. He made an en- 
gagement for the ioth. Mr. Edwards returned before night and 
we gave him some medicine for his indisposition, upon which he 
became more attentive to us and in fact on the 9th quite confi- 
dential. 

We found him well versed in Scripture and, being a Baptist, 
he expressed himself as strongly opposed to infant baptism. As 
we did not argue this point with him, but rather laid stress upon 
the fact that all of us, whether we received baptism in infancy or 
in adult years, alike find redemption in Jesus' blood and death 
only, he became an interested listener and seemed to derive edi- 
fication and comfort from the conversation. It was. certainly a 
great pleasure to us to make the acquaintance of an awakened 
soul in this region. He subsequently made use of every oppor- 
tunity to converse with us on spiritual matters, because, as he 
expressed it, he found children of God in us. 

On the ioth we gave a hearty and thankful farewell to this 
family; the distance of IO miles to Mr. Morris' house was 
traveled with difficulty as we found much trouble to keep on the 
right road. Mr. Morris was not at home but we were kindly re- 
ceived by his wife. After dinner we made the acquaintance of 
several men who knew about Mr. Laurens' land, and, as it seemed 
unlikely that Major Bowie would come to-day, we besought them 
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to take us to the place which they willingly did. We had hardly 
reached the lands before Major Bowie overtook us in company 
with a Mr. McBride who was to show us some of the boundaries 
of the tract. 

We spent the remainder of the day in making a general in- 
spection of the ground and found the land not all good but some 
mediocre and some very poor; still we believed that if it were 
the Lord's will that a settlement of the Brethren should be es- 
tablished here, the general contour of the tract offered some de- 
cided advantages, being gently elevated in the centre and bor- 
dered by low-lands on each side along the Reedy Branch and the 
Long Cane Creek. 

Upon repeated references to the chart of the tract while on our 
way hither we had conjectured that the lower part of the section 
would be probably best fitted and most desirable for our pur- 
pose. Our advance-choice was a place where the two creeks ap- 
proach each other to within a mile and where we found several 
springs designated on the map, remaining, however, on this side 
of the Long Cane creek which often overflows its banks, but in- 
cluding both sides of the Reedy Branch ; nor did we have occa- 
sion to alter our opinion after having gone over the place, except- 
ing that we were obliged to change the southern line to corres- 
pond with the boundaries of several pieces of the tract which 
had already been sold. 

Major Bowie had, at our request, brought with him a chart 
prepared by the father of the Mr. Edwards mentioned above, on 
which he designated the character of the land and the quality 
and the adaptability of the soil at various parts of the tract ; we 
found this of great service and it proved conclusively that the 
upper part which does not border on the Long Cane creek was 
the poorest land and had the least number of springs. 

It offers, however, one important advantage inasmuch as the 
road from Charleston passes through it, while the lower part has 
but one road, and that but little traversed, leading to Hard Labor 
creek and Cambridge. 

Major Bowie strongly advised us to choose the upper tract but 
we left the matter undetermined for this day. 

We were highly pleased to find plenty of timber and stone 
suitable for building purposes; the latter are so scarce in some 
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sections of Ninety Six that in laying up foundations, bricks or 
even logs must be resorted to. 

The timber consists mainly of several species of Oak and of 
Pine; there is however also some Hickory and, in the bottom 
lands, Poplar and Walnut. 

The region, moreover, is well adapted for wheat raising, as we 
are assured by those who live here, and our attention was called 
to the fact also that here, as well as in Georgia, a good growth of 
Black Oak and Hickory is a proof of sufficient rain-fall and 
promises a better soil for grain than the presence of much Pine 
timber. We doubt that water-power could be obtained from 
either of the creeks sufficient to run a grist-mill, it is said, however, 
that the Reedy Branch has enough fall for a saw or fulling-mill. 

Mr. Gervais, however, offers for sale a piece of land further 
down the creek which has ample water-power for a mill. 

Having looked over the ground as much as we could for the 
day we returned to our lodgings with the intention of spending 
next day in examining the contour of the land and the character 
of the creeks and springs, before coming to any definite conclu- 
sion and running the lines of survey. 

But it began raining hard on the morning of the I ith. and, 
although Mr. McBride was on hand in good time, there was no 
possibility of doing any work ; the rain steadily increased and 
we foresaw that in a short time Long Cane creek would become 
impassable, for yesterday, in dry weather withal, the water reached 
the horse's saddle. 

This gave us no little uneasiness, not only because we were 
anxious to be present when the survey of our tract is made, but 
because we wished to return to Messrs. Laurens and O er vais with 
a copy of the draft in order to expedite the drawing up of the 
Deed of transfer. 

We were met with another 'disappointment too, inasmuch as 
Major Bowie, although quite willing to make the survey in our 
presence, insisted upon making the draft at his own good leisure 
and at his home, 16 miles away from here. 

As the rain continued he repeatedly urged us to make the 
selection of the tract with its boundaries from his chart and to 
leave the running of the survey as well as the final steps towards 
obtaining possession of the land to him. 
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Having learned to know him better by this time and taking 
into consideration the responsible position that he holds — Sur- 
veyor, County Registrar and Agent for the gentlemen with whom 
we were dealing — we felt justified in placing full confidence in him. 

Meanwhile we repaired to our room to confer and, if possible, 
to come to a final conclusion as to what part of the tract we 
should select for a future settlement of the Brethren. 

As was mentioned in the record of yesterday's doings, both 
the upper and the lower parts of the land each offer some special 
advantages, so that, although the sentiments of the Conferences 
both of Bethlehem and of Salem were favorable to an immediate 
acceptance of Mr. Laurens' offer, we found no little difficulty in 
assuming the responsibility of a selection. In reading the text 
for the day : The judgments of the Lord are sweeter than honey 
and the honeycomb, Ps. xix, 10, n, we derived comfort and en- 
couragement in our mutual deliberations and, after we had agreed 
upon several propositions, we laid the questions before the Lord, 
with a hearfelt sense of His presence and an assurance of His 
approval of the following conclusions: 
1st. — That a part of this land be accepted of Mr. Laurens for the 

purpose of establishing a settlement of the Brethren. 
2ndly. — That for this purpose the lower part, lying on both sides 

of Reedy creek and reaching to the banks of Long Cane creek, 

be chosen. 

No further details as to the method of beginning the settle- 
ment were determined upon as the entire tract consists of wood- 
land. In our opinion the first steps will doubtless be the laying 
out of a farm with later accessions of trades and industrial occu- 
pations. There will be no lack of work for those who may occupy 
the land, as the neighborhood has been tolerably well settled by 
people from North Carolina and Virginia, who have moved hither 
since the war. 

According to the statement of Mr. Laurens, Jr., the population 
of this district capable of bearing arms, which 10 years ago was 
hardly 5000, now reaches over 20,000. 

Good tradesmen are very scarce here and many must do, for 
example, their own tanning, shoemaking, etc., so that we hear 
a great deal of gratification expressed at the prospect of having 
the Brethren settle here, for it seems that the good repute of our 
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artificers, — the tanner, shoemaker, tailor, hatter, blacksmith and 
potter — has reached this neighborhood. There is ready commu- 
nication with Charleston and there is sent to the market of that 
city Tobacco — raised chiefly by former Virginians — Hemp and 
Indigo. 

Augusta, in Georgia, situated 45 miles south of our land, will 
without doubt become the outlet for the products of this region 
in course of time, there being water transportation from that city 
to Savannah and Charleston; Long Cane creek empties into the 
Savannah river about 25 miles below this place. 

What opportunities there may be found here for Gospel work 
is best known to our dear Lord ; the negro population is not 
nearly so large here as nearer the coast, yet the hindrances and 
difficulties which must be overcome in instituting Mission work 
among the blacks are greater here than in the West Indies. 

Before the war, the Indians, Creeks and Cherokees, came to 
Ninety Six for trading purposes, since then, however, the white 
settlers have spread much further west and the trading place is 
some 60 miles up, at Seneca, where Gen. Pickens resides, while 
the aborigines are scattered 40 miles further inland. 

We are informed that there are some Germans living in Coffee 
Town; these useful and industrious settlers suffered much perse- 
cution and were finally financially ruined on account of their 
active loyalty to the King of England, during the war of the 
Revolution. 

The Moravian Brethren have the reputation in this commu- 
nity of being a quiet, industrious and ingenious people, and it 
must be one of our chief cares to send as our first settlers hither 
such brethren and sisters who, by word and deed, may be recog- 
nized as children of God and who may testify to their neighbors 
what our chief object is in forming the new settlement. 

We had repeated conferences with Major Bowie and Mr. 
McBride concerning the land and the neighborhood and we 
wished very much to examine the entire terrain more carefully and 
specifically and, in spite of the increasing unfavorable weather, 
we gave but little thought to our homeward journey. 

Seeing, however, the prolixity of the entire matter and the 
unavoidable and expensive delays which the heavy rains would 
cause, we finally consented to entrust the final arrangements with 
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Messrs. Laurens and Gervais to Major Bowie, upon whom also, 
by virtue of his offices, fall the duties of surveying the tract and 
recording the deed. 

We gave him therefore a memorandum of the boundaries as 
well as we were able to designate them on the chart, and there 
was left for him but to run one line in order to determine the 
2000 acres'. 

He promised to attend to the matter as soon as possible and 
added : " You had better start at once in order to reach Abbeville 
Court House today. I will put you on the right road." We 
were obliged to make a detour because of the impassable condi- 
tion of Long Cane creek. 

We bade adieu to our friendly hostess, who, by the way, had 
moved hither with her family from Warwickshire, Eng., but a year 
ago, and we started on our home-journey with the confident hope 
that the Lord would cause all the unfinished details of this matter 
to be brought to a speedy and satisfactory conclusion. Our 
guide, good Major Bowie, very soon struck the wrong track and 
we presently found ourselves in a thick woods where, without the 
sign of a path, we were obliged to work our team through until 
we again found the road. The Major's horse, too, had the mis- 
fortune to stumble and fall injuring his rider so as nearly to pre- 
vent his going farther. By evening we reached Major Hamilton's 
in Abbeville Court House, 6 miles away from our land and Major 
Bowie at once turned homeward in order to have his sprained 
leg attended to. 

Major Hamilton was not at home, but his good wife was sq 
overjoyed on learning of our proposed settlement in the neighbor- 
hood that we had difficulty to induce her to accept pay for our 
entertainment. 

Bro. Marschall now wrote the necessary letters to Messrs. 
Laurens and Gervais. Next day, the 12th., Mrs. Hamilton sent 
her son with us who brought us to a new bridge across Long 
Cane creek, 3 miles above, close by Mr. Smither's saw-mill. We 
found the bridge dismantled to a great extent, for fear of its 
being swept away by the high water. 

After replacing some of the planks we got across safely and 
by evening we reached Cambridge, (called also Ninety Six), 22 
miles distant from Abbeville Court House. We found that the 
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session of the court had adjourned yesterday, because the Judge 
was ill, nor could a panel of jury-men be secured on account of 
the prevailing influenza. A hotel-keeper and his wife whom we 
had met on our journey out, well and hearty, had since both died 
and were buried, and during the following several days we heard 
universal lamentations on account of the unhealthy season and 
many deaths. We stopped at a house where also lodged the State 
Attorney, Mr. Calhoun, who has greatly misconceived ideas of 
our project and sought to make all possible sport of us, offering 
us some of his lands on the Salude river at iar. Sterling per acre. 

On the 13th., upon reaching Wilson's creek, we could not ap- 
proach the bridge on account of the high water, so we went to 
another bridge 5 miles above and crossed the Salude river at 
Swansey's Ferry, instead of the usual route, by Mason's Ferry. 
We now went 8 miles down and stopped with Mr. Griffin a very 
fine gentleman. Although we had traveled 23 miles today, we 
were but 12 miles away from Cambridge. 

On the 14th. we traveled 25 miles, safely crossing several deep 
streams, among others Indian creek, and got night's lodging at 
a good house kept by James Abraham who had formerly been a 
ship's pilot and had visited many parts of Europe. 

Next day, after going a mile and a half, we forded a large 
stream, the Duncan creek, which was but yesterday impassable. 

We had still one difficult river to cross, about 1 ^ miles further 
on, called the Ennoree river, where there is no ferry ; according 
to advice we turned to the left and reached Kennedy's Ford but 
found the current too strong to venture crossing. We built a 
good fire and remained here till 1 o'clock in the afternoon, by 
which time the water had subsided several inches. Several trav- 
elers crossed the ford before we made the attempt and finally a 
man who lived on the opposite side offered to take our baggage 
and the wagon across on a canoe by piece-meal, assuring us that 
he had repeatedly transported chaises in this way. We consented 
but not without some misgivings. He took us and the baggage 
across and next the four wheels and the tongue of the wagon. 
After starting with the wagon body and top, however, he toppled 
over with his craft and it cost a deal of labor to land them safely 
again. There was nothing left for us but to take the running 
gear back again when our driver, Samuel, braved the stream with 
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the horses and the empty wagon, reaching the other shore safely, 
although the wagon floated occasionally. We gave fervent 
thanks to God for His help. We went 4 miles further, crossing 
Tiger river at Hamilton's Ferry where we dried our clothing and 
stayed over night. 

The father of our host, 30 years ago, lived in the Irish settle- 
ment, between Bethlehem and Christian's Spring, where he con- 
ducted a tannery. 

On the 1 6th we crossed the Broad river at Fish-dam Ford 
safely, as also the Sandy river, where we wished to stop at a 
small public house kept by Mr. Gorrel, but because every one in 
the house was ill we were obliged to content ourselves with very 
inferior accommodation a short distance further on. Twenty 
Indians of the Catawba tribe were encamped here. 

On the 17th we made a journey of 25 miles to the so called 
Old Nation Ford of the Catawba river and 6 miles more to the 
house of Mr. Thomas Blackenship where were finely entertained. 

Our host, as did many of his neighbors, lived on land belong- 
ing to the Catawbas, part of the reserve of 15 miles square 
granted them by Government and which these Indians have been 
leasing to settlers for a term of 99 years at an annual rental of 
10 Spanish dollars per sq. mile; they have now desisted from 
doing this ; the entire nation of Catawbas is said to consist of 
but 4 or 5 hundred souls. 

On the 1 8th we entered North Carolina, traveling by way of 
Charlotte and Salisbury, enjoying clear skies but cold weather, 
and on the 20th we reached Salem, thankful and happy to have 
returned home in good health and spirits. 

The distance from this place to our land on Long Cane creek, 
in the district of Ninety Six, is about 215 miles. 

ETTWEIN TO LAURENS, AUGUST 27, 1791. 

Bethlehem, August 27 th ., 
1791. 
Henry Laurens Esq r Sen* 
Honoured and Dear Sir, 

I was very glad to hear that M s5rs - Fredk. 
Marshall and Benzien of Salem in North Carolina have been 
with you, at your Seat, to their great Satisfaction, and that they 
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in Consequence of your generous Gift of Land, for a Brethren's 
Settlement, were also in Ninety Six and fixed upon a spot of 
ground for such Settlement. 

I expected by this Time to hear, that at least one family had 
taken possession, to begin a Farm and to clear the Land, where 
a regular Town is to be laid out. By laying out such ground plots 
in the Woods, we have made several grand mistakes, which we 
could see, but not mend, as soon as the ground was fully cleared. 

By letters of July 17 th I find nothing has been done as yet, 
M r Marshall wrote to me, that Major Bowie has surveyed the 
Land, but he had not received the Deed, nor any answer to his 
Letter, which he had written to M r Gervais. A friend and neigh- 
bour of the Brethren, who was in Ninety Six, at the Time when 
Major Bowie was at Charleston.; the same said on his return to 
Salem, that M r Gervais had declared, he would not sign the 
Deed, before an actual beginning, to build was made. 

I know nothing of that Gentleman, but as you my Dear Sir 
and M r Marshall are like myself Old men, we cannot help to be 
concerned about the Security of the Title, as it will be necessary, 
to borrow Money on Interest, to promote the Settlement we 
must also be sure of our Possession, be it small or great. We 
cannot positively say: this we will do, in the year 179 1, and that 
in 1792, but am sure it will be a pleasure to the Brethren, to do 
the Work committed to them, as fast as God enables us for it. 

The Brethren's Church considers it now as her incumbent Duty 
to make a settlement on your gift in Ninety Six District, and as 
soon as the Title is made to M r Fr. Marshall, he will take care 
that with the blessing of God, a beginning be made, without loss 
of time, but if this Child is stifled in the Birth, it will want no 
nursing father nor nursing mother. 

Our mission, near Lake Erie, has of late been in a flourishing 
situation, but since the unlucky affair on Miami, last October the 
W. Indian nations have all taken the hatchet against the U. St. 
and as the Christian Indians would not join with them, the Dela- 
ware Captain, Wiandot & Ottawa, ordered them to get out of 
their way, if they would not be treated again as they were on 
Muskingum, and as the militz in the Western Territory act often 
without, if not against command and kill all Indians they can 
find, be they friend or foe, the missionaries were forced to im- 
5 
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plore the English Government, for a place of safety on the other 
side of Lake Erie which was kindly granted and the whole In- 
dian Congregation about 200 souls retired in April last to the 
British side of River Detroit, to be there until a firm peace with 
the Indians be made. I find myself in my 71" year, God be 
thanked in good health, that this may find you so too, is my 
hearty wish and prayer. I remain with Love & Esteem 

Dear Sir 

your known old friend 
and Brother in Christ 

John Ettwein. 



F. W. MARSCHALL TO LAURENS, SEPTEMBER 20, 1791. 

Honoured & Dear Sir, 

Wishing that these Lines may find our highly 
esteemed Friend Henry Laurens & and all his worthy Family in 
perfect Health, I beg leave to repeat, that in my Letter to You— 
wrote in haste the 11 th of December last Year from Abbeville 
Courthouse, upon our Return from Your Land on Long Cane — 
which Major Bowie took the Charge to remit to Colonel Gervays 
— I mentioned our gratefully accepting Your kind Offer of Part 
of said Tract, which we fixed on that Side of Long Cane, where 
Reedy Creek layeth, and along Mac. Bride's, where there might 
be in all 2500 Ac s left, out of which Major Bowie promised to 
run out 2000 Acres for us, as soon as possible — proposing at the 
same Time how the Deed when executed, might be the soonest 
remitted to him for Registry, & that he would send it to me by 
an Express or by Way of Charleston, together with the Survey. 

Prevented by the Rains whereby Long Cane became impass- 
able, the short Time we could stay there, not having admitted a 
closer Examination of the Land, Major Bowie intended to take 
Notice of all the Springs, Hills & other Particulars, that should 
come within his Observation, in running the Lines, and might 
pave the Way for determining upon a proper Spot for the Town. 

Having had no account for three Months, I wrote on the first 
of March to Colonel Gervays by a Man going to Charleston, but 
receiving no Answer at his return, I desired a neighbouring 
Gentleman who set out in May for Georgia to call on Major 
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Bowie in his Way, which he did, and learned at his House, that 
the Major was just then at Charleston, and the Land had been 
run out, but he brought no Account of the Survey or Deed. 

This being the Time of the Year when People do not go to 
Charleston for fear of Sickness, nor any intelligence arriving an- 
other way, I thought it was best to send an Express, to be in- 
formed by Yourself, what is or may be done, or how to govern 
ourselves. The Bearer George Biebighausen will wait Your Orders, 
whom you may entrust with any Thing. Both You & I being 
advanced in Years, I am afraid, if the Matter should be delayed, 
that the Decease of either of us might possibly throw some Im- 
pediment in the Way. Besides, the Deed being intended to be 
made to me in Fee simple, I shall want to insert it in my Will and 
Testament, immediately after the Receit thereof — an indispensable 
Duty I owe my Brethren, to secure their Possessions, as well as 
the Sums they shall be obliged to raise for the Settlement, which 
maketh me the more solicitous to leave nothing undone what 
might be required either for Dispatch or Safety, in particular, as 
we are neither so rich as to have Sums of Money, nor so numer- 
ous as to have proper Persons at immediate Command' whom we 
are often obliged to send for to Europe or Pennsylvania, all 
which requireth Time & a cleared Way. 

Dearest Sir! Your own generous Offer of that Land for a 
Settlement of the Brethren, in so obliging Terms, indulgeth my 
fullest Persuasion, that You will not think me too urgent, but 
bestow on it a favourable Construction, it being done only to 
promote Your as well as our Intention. 

As soon as the Survey together with the Deed shall be arrived, 
it will animate our Endeavours to make all possible Dispatch for 
the Beginning, by sending Persons fully instructed, to execute 
it to the best of our Ability. 

M r Benzien joins me in presenting our affectionate Regards to 
Yourself and Son. I pray God to bestow on You & all Your 
Family his choicest Blessings, and am with highest Esteem 
Honoured & Dear Sir 
Your 
Salem most obedient humble Servant 

the 20 th of Sept. Frederick William Marschall. 

1791. 
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ETTWEIN TO HENRY LAURENS, JR., SPRING, 1793. 

Honoured and dear Sir, 

I heartily condole with you on the Loss of a good & dear Father, 
my much respected and beloved friend ; at his first Visit to Beth- 
abara in N. Car. we contracted a true & sincere friendship as 
Christians which lasted above 30 years. I know he believed in 
Jesus Christ & loved him as true Christians ought to do. If you 
follow his example in it, his blessing and the blessing of God Al- 
mighty, will rest upon you and yours. 

You know dear Sir, that your deceased father, out of love & 
regard for the United Brethren, with an intention to serve S. Car. 
has offered me a Tract of his land, in Ninety Six, if the B rn would 
make a Settlement on it. I told him that we in America could 
not undertake it, with out the consent and assistance of our 
Brethren abroad, with men & money, and that I would do what 
I could to promote it, he insinuated to me that his son knew his 
sentiments and that if he should be taken from hence before a 
clear determination he would care for it in his Will. After my 
return from Germany, I informed him of the resolution of the 
Brethren, to accept his offer and to make a Settlement in the 
State of S. Car. In his Letter of the 25 th of June 1790, he wrote: 
'The Land is still my property and 2000 acres of the best at the 
'service of your Society, upon condition of establishing a Settle- 
' ment, I hope the month of Oct r will not pass over before some 
'of your friends shall appear & take possession of a spot,' 
and the io ,h of Sepf 90. he wrote to me, Concerning the land at 
Ninety Six, I shall be ready to fulfill my promises, whenever any 
of your Brethren shall appear, I hope it will be in the Course 
of next month, I shall rather exceed than fall short of my pro- 
positions. 

You know Sir what has since been done in this affair. I would 
have wrote to you sooner, but learning in January last, that 
M r Marshall had wrote to your father about it, I chose to wait, 
until I should farther hear about it. In Letters of Febr 28 th M r 
Benzien informed me, that they had heard of the Death, of 
our worthy Friend H. Laurens, Sen r but they did not know, 
whether he had rececived M r Marshalls Letter, before his de- 
ceaseor not. 

I would therefore be highly obliged to you Sir, if you would 
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be so kind & inform me, how matters stand now, and what we 
have to depend on. 

In a Letter of Septr io ,h 87. your father of blessed memory 
wrote to me. My dear friend. I had the pleasure of writing to 
you the 14 th July, making an offer to your Brethren of a Tract 
of land at Ninety Six — certain articles respecting that laud, which 
now appear to me essential, were then omitted — to make the 
necessary addition is the purpose of my present address, 
first, The land lies in a well settled neighborhood in little or no 
danger from Incursions of Savages. 
2 d The road from thence to this City although not so good as 
it ought to be, is not worse than the road was, when I 
travelled it, from Bethlehem to Philadelphia. 
3 d The Taxes are light, about eight Dollars per thousand 

acres. And no arrears of Taxes. 
4 th My Neighbour John Gervais Esqr who has a tract adjoin- 
ing, being one moiety of my original tract, assures me he 
can sell his part at a Guinea p r Acre, on Credit with good 
Security for payment. 
If these intimations shall prove an inducement send your Dep- 
uties I intreat you and take possession. 

MARSCHALL TO HENRY LAURENS, JR., APRIL 8, 1793, 

WITH EXTRACT FROM THE WILL OF 

LAURENS, SR., DECEASED. 

Salem the 8 th of Apr. 1793. 
To Henry Laurens Esq" jun. 

Dear Sir, You will remember that the late Hon ble M r Laurens 
Your Father, persuaded in his patriotic Mind, that a Settlement 
of the United Brethren in South Carolina might be of public 
Utility, made them of his own mere motion an Offer of a Piece 
of Land in the district of Ninetysix, where he thought it might 
not also be too distant, in Case of a Possibility to preach the 
Gospel among the Indians, and that in the Month of November 
1790, — when I and M r Benzien waited on You at Mepkin, it was 
resolved that the Part of the Land we should choose for a settle- 
ment, was to be conveyed to me in Fee Simple. The Year after, 
having heard nothing of the Deed being executed, when I sent M r . 
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Biebighausen as Express, M r . Laurens was pleased repeatedly to 
declare the same Intention , and in a Letter wrote to M r . Biebighausen 
dated the 31 st of Jan*. 1792, having mentioned that the Execution 
of the Deed wholly depended upon M r . Gervais, and some hin- 
drances he had met with, he says: "The Moment I heard of his 
" Return from Ninetysix, I writ to him on the Subject of the 
" deed, adding that I was afraid, my Friends the Moravians would 
"think I trifled with them, he returned for answer, he would call 
" upon me before he went to Charleston. Nothing in my Power 
"has been or shall be omitted to bring the Business to a Conclu- 
" sion. It was unlucky that any Part of his Land was compre- 
"hended in the Survey, had it not been, I should long since have 
" executed proper Titles." In this Dilemma M r . Sam 1 . Stotz tho' 
much engaged at home, has resolved to go to Charleston to wait 
on You as well as M r . Gervais and beg Your ultimate Resolution 
about it. If the Land be conveyed to me as M r . Laurens in- 
tended, You may depend upon it that we shall make no Delay, 
but use our best Endeavours to accomplish his Intention with 
this Settlement; however I should be sorry, if this matter, which 
originated in his own Breast, in a religious and public spirited 
View, without any Persuasion of ours, could not be effected with 
Your full Satisfaction and the Wishes of his respectable Family 
for its good Success, to which — if it happeneth, I shall beg Leave 
to recommend our future Settlement in South Carolina for Your 
further Favours. M r . Benzien joineth me in his best Respects to 
You &c. F. M. 

Extract of H y Laurens's Will, dated the first day of Nov br 1792. 

I give & devise to my Daughter M re Ramsay and to Doctor 
Ramsay all my Lands at Long Cane in the District of Ninetysix, 
containing in the whole about Six thousand Acres, together with 
all my Lots in the Village of Hampstead, and all my Marsh in 
the front thereof (which Lands I have estimated at one thousand 
seven hundred and fifty Pounds, altho' in my Conscience I be- 
lieve them to be worth more than double that Sum) To hold the 
same to them and their Heirs in Trust and to and for the Use 
and Behoof of my Grand Daughter Frances Eleanor Laurens 
during her Life, and in Case she should leave a Child or Children 
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or Grand Child or Grand Children living at her Death, then I 
devise the sum to such Child or Grand Child if only one in fee 
simple. But if more than one, then I devise the same to them 
share and share alike (the Grand Children representing the Pa- 
rent) and to their Heirs for Ever. But in Case she should die 
without leaving a Child or Children or Grand Child, then I de- 
vise the said Lands to my Son Henry and his Heirs for ever. 
And whereas in the Lifetime of my late Son John Laurens the 
Father of my said Grand Daughter, I advanced to him about the 
Sum of four thouand Pounds, so that four thousand two hundred 
and fifty Pounds more will compleat the Portion of my Estate 
which I have allotted for her, I therefore give and bequeath to 
my said Grand Daughter Frances Eleanor Laurens the Sum of 
four thousand two hundred & fifty Pounds Sterling Money of 
this State to be paid to her by my Son out of the Estate which I 
hereby devise to him, with an Interest of five per Cent per Annum, 
to commence from the End of one Year after my Decease, and 
I direct that such Payment shall be made on the day of her 
Marriage, or on her attaining the Age of twenty one Years, pro- 
vided that such Payment shall not any rate be due until the Ex- 
piration of one Year after my decease. And in Case my said 
Grand Daughter should die, leaving issue living at her Decease, 
then I give and bequeath the said Sum of four thousand two 
hundred and fifty Pounds to be equally divided among such Issue, 
Share and Share alike, taking care at all times that the Children 
of a deceased Parent shall only represent the Parent in the Dis- 
tribution of my Estate. But in Case my said Grand Daughter 
should die without leaving Issue at the Time of her Death, that 
shall then be alive, then and in such Case whether she be single 
or married, I give the said Sum of Money equally between my 
Daughters M re Ramsay and M ra Pinkney if they be living, or if 
either of them be dead leaving any Issue which may be alive at 
the death of the said Frances Eleanor, then I desire that such 
Issue shall represent the Parent. But if one of my said Daughters 
shall then be dead, leaving no Child or Children living at that 
Time, then I give one Mojety of the said Money to the other of 
my said Daughters if she be then alive or to her Child or Chil- 
dren if she be dead, and the other Moiety I give to my Son 
Henry, or if he be dead to his Issue, should he leave any. And 
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in Case my Grand Daughter and both my Daughters should die 
childless, then I devise the same to my Son Henry absolutely. 

Secretary's Office Charleston 

The foregoing is a just and true Extract taken from the original 
Will remaining on Record in this office and examined this I5 tl1 
April 1793 by Peter Freneau, 

Secretary. 

In the meeting of the Society for Propagating the 
Gospel, held at Salem, N. C, November 28, 1793, it was 
reported that the enterprise had finally been abandoned 
after the discovery made by Samuel Stotz on the occa- 
sion of his visit to Charleston, in April 1793, viz., that 
the land in question had become the property of other 
persons who took no interest in the project which the 
elder Laurens had so persistently urged, while those 
who were most intimately associated with him were in 
every way obstructing it, a thing which he evidently did 
not suspect while he was yet in correspondence with the 
Brethren. 



